General Rules 2017 
These rules and/or regulations are designed to provide for the orderly conduct and safety of racing events and to establish minimum acceptable requirements for such events.  These rules shall govern the condition of all events, and by participating in these events, all participants are deemed to have complied with these rules. PARTICIPANTS INCLUDE ANYONE IN THE PITS.  NO EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED WARRANTY OF SAFETY SHALL RESULT FROM PUBLICATIONS OF OR COMPLIANCE WITH THESE RULES AND/OR REGULATIONS.  These rules/regulations are intended as a guide for the conduct of the racing sport and in no way is a guarantee against injury and/or death to a participant spectator or official.  The race director is empowered to permit minor deviations from any of the specifications contained herein or impose any further restriction that in his or her opinion do not alter the minimum acceptable requirements.  NO EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED WARRANTY OF SAFETY SHALL RESULT FROM SUCH ALTERNATION OF SPECIFICATIONS.  Any interpretation or deviation of these rules is left to the discretion of the officials.  UPIRA reserves the right to add, delete or modify any rules it deems necessary to improve safety and enhance racing.  Amendments will be issued as Track Policy Update Bulletins and posted on  HYPERLINK "http://www.upirtrack.com/"www.upirtrack.com  Drivers are responsible to be up to date on current rules.
Participation/Pit Entry
Anyone who registered through the pit gate is considered a participant and has been given the right to be on the property in conjunction with the racing activities.  Every driver and/or car owner in obtaining a pit pass agrees to build and race their car according to the rules and regulations of the Upper Peninsula International Raceway Association.  

UPIRA reserves the right to remove a participant at any time it is felt that your presence or conduct is not in the best interest of the sport your fellow competitors, race fans management and volunteers of UPIRA.  No refund of entry or admission fees will be issued.  UPIRA reserves the right to refuse to accept the entry of any car or participant.  Each person prior to entering the pit area must purchase a pit pass and sign in at the pit booth window. You must indicate the number and class of the race car you are associated with.  

Everyone must sign an insurance waiver verifying you agree to the conditions stated therein.  Parent/guardian must sign the insurance waiver for minors.  IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO SIGN THE INSURANCE WAIVER.  FAILURE TO DO SO REMOVES ANY LIABILITY OF THE INSURANCE CARRIER, PROPERTY OWNER AND UPPER PENINSULA INTERNATIONAL RACEWAY ASSOCIATION (including UPIRA members, board of directors, volunteers and sub-contractors). YOU WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY INJURIES/LOSSES/COSTS NOT COVERED BY THE INSURANCE POLICY.  

A wristband must be worn at all times while in the pit area.  Lost pit bands must be replaced by purchasing a new pit pass.  ANY PERSON FOUND IN THE PIT AREA WITHOUT A WRISTBAND WILL BE SUBJECT TO A MANDATORY FINE OF $50.  Such person will not be allowed in the pit area until fine is paid.  Please do not ask to enter the pit area unless you plan to sign in and pay the pit pass fee.  
If you are delivering an item to someone in the pits, ask them to meet you outside the pits.  This is an insurance issue and there will be NO EXCEPTIONS!

Foot traffic between the pits/grandstand is prohibited due to safety. Only track officials and those involved with the operation of the race venue will be allowed access between pits/grandstand. You will have to exit the track enclosure (outside fence) and walk between the pits and grandstand.
Membership
Drivers must have membership in order to receive pay or points.  Those drivers that are not members will start in the back of every race and will not be scored.
Minors in Pit Area
Minor drivers must have a “Minor Driver” release form completed and signed by both parents/legal guardian(s) in order to race.  All other minors in the pit areas must have a minor release form signed by both parents/legal guardian(s).  If a parent/ legal guardian is not present to sign the minor release form a notarized minor release form must be submitted.  The necessary form may be downloaded from  HYPERLINK "http://www.upirtrack.com/"www.upirtrack.com under Rules.  Minors under ten years of age in the pit area who are not racing must be within arm’s length of a parent or legal guardian.  Minors found not with their parent/ legal guardian will be brought to the pit shack.  When parent and/or legal guardian are found, both parties will be escorted to the Grandstand for the remainder of the races.  No refund will be issued.  Second offense will be refusal of pit pass for the remainder of the year and possible permanent expulsion of minors and parent(s)/legal guardian(s).  The pit pass fee must be paid for minors.  
Registration 
All cars must be registered and have drawn for line up 1 (one) hour prior to start of race and pass inspections.  Cars that register after that time will be put to the back of the heat race with no draw.  

Rain Delay or Cancellation
A race day text messaging and emailing system is provided for questionable weather delays or cancellations.  Please sign up at  HYPERLINK "http://www.rainedout.com/"www.rainedout.com under Upper Peninsula International Raceway or use the link on  HYPERLINK "http://www.upirtrack.com/"www.upirtrack.com home page.  
Conduct  
Any participant (includes anyone in the pits) whose conduct is deemed unsportsmanlike shall be subject to suspension, possible loss of points and monies and ejection from the grounds. Privileges of attending UPIRA events may be suspended depending upon infraction.  Unsportsmanlike behavior (directed toward track officials workers, volunteers, other participants, fans, spectators, board members or sponsors) shall include, but not limited to; fighting, harassing, abusive behavior, angry outburst, obscene language or gestures, use of UPIRA social media sites (Facebook, Forums, etc.) in detrimental manner.  This includes speeding in the pits (5 mph maximum). The length of suspension will be determined by track management and cannot be appealed.  Violators may also be subject to criminal prosecution or civil suit.  Any physical contact with or threatening track personnel will result in immediate expulsion from the track for one year.  Second offense is lifetime expulsion.  The race venue is rented from the Upper Peninsula State Fairgrounds.  Please be respectful of other events being held on the grounds and their participants.  When driving outside of the track area a slow speed is required and noise must be kept to a minimum near other events.  If complaints are filed by other event organizers regarding your conduct, your privileges of participating in UPIRA events may be suspended after board review.  

The car owner and/or driver will be responsible for the conduct of their pit crew and all persons associated with that car, including cleaning and housekeeping.  Penalties will affect the driver as well.

Drivers and crew members are to cooperate fully with officials regarding inspections, line-ups and race procedures.  Failure to cooperate as requested will result in penalty assessments.   

In the event of a suspension, both the car and driver are suspended.
Alcohol

Alcohol will not be allowed in the pits at any time.  Any driver drinking alcohol before a race or during the race event will be banned for one year.   Anyone in the pits who is found to be intoxicated or drinking alcohol must leave the premises. If your blood alcohol level exceeds the limits of the law, UPIRA will not be held liable for any consequences resulting from your intoxication.  
Possession of illegal drugs, drug paraphernalia or weapons of any kind will result in permanent suspension.  
Vehicles in Pits
The only vehicles allowed in the pits are race cars, tow vehicles for race cars and vehicles used by track personnel. No personal vehicles are allowed in the pits before, during or after the race event.  The speed limit in the pits is 5 mph.  

Registration 
All cars must be registered and position drawn 45 minutes prior to the start of races.  Cars that register after that time will line up in the back of the heat race.  

Drivers’ Meeting
Attendance is mandatory at all drivers’ meetings.  Absentees may be subject to losing their starting position.  Drivers may be randomly selected to prove their attendance.  Drivers’ meetings will be held thirty minutes prior to the start of racing near the pit shack.  The drivers’ meeting will not include a discussion and/or vote to change rules.  Drivers will be updated on pertinent issues and may ask questions to clarify rules.  If you have a concern you would like addressed, please contact the UPIRA president, mail your concern to UPIRA, P.O. Box 1063, Escanaba, MI. 49829 or email  HYPERLINK "mailto:upinternationalraceway@gmail.com"upinternationalraceway@gmail.com.  If requested, you may meet with the UPIRA board.  You are encouraged to obtain answers from the UPIRA board and not rely on information from others.  
Mirrors
No mirrors are allowed in or on any race vehicle.  If car is not a regular participant at UPIR, tape can be placed over the mirrors and must prevent any visual use.  

Radios and Communication
No two way radios or cell phones are allowed in any race vehicle.  Two way radios or other electronic communication equipment is not allowed between the pits and grandstand.  All drivers will be required to have a RACEceiver.  RACEceivers and earpieces will be available at the track to rent or purchase.  Earpieces will not be rented, but will be available to purchase at the track. Drivers must listen to instructions on the RACEceiver and failure to do so may result in loss of points and payout for that night.  

Safety Requirements
In addition to individual class safety requirements, all race cars must have a working fire extinguisher within reach of the driver.  If a window net is required, it must be mounted to enable removing/lowering it.  Open toed shoes or sandals are prohibited in the pits.  Everyone in the pits should remain alert due to potential safety hazards. 
Inspection 
All cars will be inspected for safety mandates according to the rules for their class.  Cars deemed unsafe will not be allowed to race.  Tech Inspectors will inspect all cars to insure compliance with class rules.  Drivers and crew members are to cooperate fully with officials regarding inspections.  The top three (3) cars in features will go to the tech area immediately after the feature race.  Failure to cooperate will result in penalties that may include not being allowed to race, loss of pay and loss of points.  If the driver is not sure of finish go to the tech area. Cars not in compliance with mechanical rules will be allowed to race one time. Cars are subject to random inspections and/or weight checks at any time during a race event.  If you disagree with a decision by the tech inspectors you should discuss the issue with a UPIRA board member, not the inspectors. 

Scale Procedures 
Failing to scale or under minimum weight is disqualification for event (example – heat race) but car is eligible for the next event as long as weight is corrected or car scales.  If corrections are made, the car will start in the back of the last chance qualifying race. If there are not enough cars to run a last chance qualifying race, the car will start in the back of the feature.  UPIRA scales represent the official weight.

Co-Drivers
You may only have one co-driver per race season.  The co-driver must be named before the first race of the season.  If an emergency prevents the driver and co-driver from competing, an emergency co-driver may be named the week of the race by notifying pit coordinator as soon as possible.  A competitor in a class may not become a co-driver in the same class.  

Race Procedures and Rules
Please remember there is an element of sport in racing.  Not all situations/fouls are going to be seen.  There will be judgments made by the flagman, he will call it the way he sees it.  It may require the flagman to ask another track official, who had a better view, for input.  The flagman’s call is final and may not be appealed.  Stopping on the track and arguing with the flagman or an official may result in penalties and/or suspension.  

Cars must maintain a tasteful and professional appearance or they will not be allowed to compete.

Drivers for modified and street stocks must be 16 years of age.  Sport 4 driver’s must be 14 years of age to compete.
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS: 

The schedule of events will be posted at the pit shack.

3:00-Pit gates open

5:00-Race car registration deadline for lineups or you will be considered late.

5:15-Mandatory drivers meeting.

5:45-Start lining up for races.

5:50-National Anthem with parade of flags with previous weeks feature winners.

6:00-Racing begins

 UPIRA reserves the right to change the order of the race program
LINE-UPS:  

Heats will be lined up by draw.  Features will line up by placement in heats.  

All cars for the first race shall be lined up before the Parade of Flags and/or National Anthem.  All cars for the next race will line up well before the end of the previous race.  Cars not in proper place when the race pack is sent on the track will start at the rear of the race.

Notification must be given to the pit shack as soon as possible if a driver is unable to compete in their scheduled race or for the remainder of the race event. 

If a driver does not race in their own car, the driver may elect to switch to another participating car, but must start at the rear of the field for that event.  No switching of cars will be permitted during a race.  The pit shack must be notified prior to race or no points will be issued to the driver.

Any driver that exits his/her vehicle while on the track surface (unless directed by an official) will be suspended for two races.  Exceptions would be in the event of fire or immediate danger to driver by staying in the car.  Pit crew members, family and other spectators are NEVER allowed on the track during racing.  

All cars entering the pits must do so at idle speed.  Any cars moving at high rates of speed (over 5 mph in pits) or in an unsafe manner in the pit area will be penalized at the discretion of officials.

The scoring booth and flag stand are off limits to drivers, owners, pit crew, family members and the general public.  Appropriate action will be taken by security personnel and track officials if an infraction occurs. 

The race is over when the leader takes the checkered flag and crosses the finish line.  All other cars will be scored in the order they cross the finish line. 

In the event an incident occurs after the white flag and does not interfere with the leader, the race will complete as the leader crosses the start/finish line.  If the incident does interfere with the leader, a yellow flag will come out and a restart with a green/white (together) and checkered flag will complete the race.
Starts/Restarts  
The pole position driver will set the pace by keeping a smooth and accelerating pace.  No deliberate slowing or brake checking.  All cars may go racing when the green flag drops.  No passing until the start/finish line.
Official First Lap 
In the event of a yellow or red flag being dropped before all cars complete an official first lap, cars will restart as per original line-up. 

Lapped Cars
Lapped cars will be placed in the back for restarts in the order running at the time of the caution. All cars being lapped will move to the inner most lane while being passed by the faster cars.  You will not race the lead cars and will not race side by side with another lapped car until cars on the lead lap have passed.  

Tap Out Rule
If a driver unintentionally causes a caution, they may stop at the flag stand and tap on their car roof signaling the flagman they are accepting responsibility.  If the driver is unable to tap on their car roof, they should stop by an official or alert an official they are accepting responsibility.  The other cars involved in the caution will retain their positions on the restart and the car indicating responsibility will restart in the rear.  This rule is only for unintentional cautions and the tap out must be accepted by the flagman.  Unsportsmanlike behavior will not be excused with a tap out.  The flagman makes the final call.  

Cars Entering Pits During a Race
Any car entering the pits during a heat race will not be allowed to return to the track.  Due to the number of laps in the heats, safety concerns will prevail.  This will prevent cars from entering/exiting the pits at unsafe speeds and prevent the risk of repairs not being done safely and completely (example: flat tire changed and lug nut missing). A hot pit area planned for the future may allow this rule being rescinded.  Cars who have a flat tire during a feature race and leave the track under a caution will be given a opportunity to change tire and return to the track.  Drivers are to wait at the chute area to be given clearance to enter the track by official.  If driver fails to stop before entering the track they will be black flagged and will not be allowed to re-enter the race.  All cars that leave the track will restart at the back of the pack.  
Time Limits and Caution Rule
Due to time constraints and curfew, race time limits are one 1 minute per lap, per race, plus 5 minutes.  Example: 20 laps x 1 minute = 20 minutes + 5 minutes = 25 minutes maximum race time.  The clock will only be stopped during a red flag situation. UPIRA clocks represent the official time.  If during a race one driver causes two cautions, that driver will be black-flagged for that race.  If a driver causes a tire to land on the track due to cutting a corner, that caution will be charged to them. 

Race Finish
The race is over when the leader takes the checkered flag and crosses the finish line.  All other cars will be scored in the order they cross the finish line. 

In the event an incident occurs after the white flag and does not interfere with the leader, the race will complete as the leader crosses the start/finish line.  If the incident does interfere with the leader, a yellow flag will come out and a restart with a green/white (together) and checkered flag will complete the race.

If the race is ended by a red flag due to excessive clean-up, the points and payout will be awarded in the order the cars would have restarted. 
Black Flag 
If you are black flagged, you will go to the pit area immediately.  When you are black flagged you will no longer be scored.  If your problem is safety or mechanical, you may correct the problem and return to the race with loss of laps your only penalty.  If your problem is unsportsmanlike behavior, you will be disqualified from that race and will not be awarded points.

Injuries 
Report any injury occurring at the track immediately to track coordinator.  Failure to do so may result in disapproval of insurance claims.  Injury forms are located at the pit booth. Any driver involved in an accident of any consequence must be released by an ambulance driver, or if removed to the hospital, must provide a statement from a medical doctor verifying their ability to race during the current race event or following events. Family and friends are not allowed on the track when an injury occurs.  Trained medical personnel must be able to assess the injury as quickly as possible without interference.

Waste Oil/Tires
Anyone caught dumping oil, leaving oil containers on the ground or leaving tires on the track premises will be disqualified for the night and lose all points and money for that night along with all yearly points.  Violators will be charged for the cost of disposal and clean up. 

Scoring
The interpretation of rules for scoring by UPIRA and points awarded by scoring personnel shall be final. 


Tie-Breaker
Tie-breakers for championships will be decided by: 1) the number of feature wins, 2) Top 5 feature finishes, 3) most feature starts.

Payouts
Driver payouts will be issued by a UPIRA check and mailed to drivers within one week of the race event.  A completed W-9 must be on file prior to payout being issued.  If races are held in consecutive weeks the payout will be available at the pit shack the following week.  If a driver will not be racing the next consecutive week they should notify the pit shack and leave instructions to either hold the check until they race again or request mailing.  Drivers are considered independent contractors and assume responsibility for all charges, premiums, and taxes, if any, payable on any funds received as a result of participation in any events.

Track Signals - Lights
Red – Stop the race – Stop your car and follow the directions of the safety crew, officials and 
RACEceiver communication.
Yellow – Caution – slow down and maintain your position
Green – Go – Track is clear

Track Signals – Flags
Red – Stop the race
Yellow – Caution – slow down – maintain your position
Green – Start or restart the race
White – One lap to the end of race
Checkered – The end of race
Black – A rolled up black flag pointed at driver means they are being warned – an unfurled black flag means driver is disqualified/leave the racing surface immediately and proceed to pits.
Blue/Yellow – Move to the inside lane immediately if driver is lapped.  This flag is also used to warn driver to pick a lane when being challenged.

Pit Stalls
Pit stalls may be rented for the race season for $25 fee.  Electricity is available for $5 per race for stalls on the outer fence.  If you use electricity and have not paid for use prior to the race, a penalty will be assessed which can be up to and including loss of points and pay.  UPIRA is responsible to reimburse the Upper Peninsula State Fairgrounds for electricity used.  Prior rented stalls will be available to previous year's renters until the first race then  on a first come first paid basis.  You must supply your own pit stall sign designating your reserved spot.  Pit stalls are not reserved for fair race.  UPIRA has the right to use of pit stall as needed.  
Housekeeping
Please clean your pit area before leaving the track.  UPIRA and the Upper Peninsula State Fairgrounds are not responsible for items left in your pit area.  Volunteers are needed to assist with clean up in the grandstand and pit area.  Please speak to a board member for clean up items. And requirements.

At the discretion of track officials, any competitor may be disqualified for rule violations, hazardous equipment or hazardous actions. 

 TRACK DECISIONS ARE FINAL.
Rules may be changed at any time at the discretion of the Board of Directors of UPIRA.
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